
Rejoice

June 2022 - August 2022
South Molton and Ringsash Methodist Circuit Magazine



Superintendent
Minister

Rev Stuart Innalls
3 Tawny Close
South Molton
EX36 3FS

01769 571646
stuart.innalls@outlook.com

Administrator
Anita Vellacott
admin@smandrcircuit.co.uk

Rejoice Editor
Jean Blake
01769 572200
rejoicemag01@smandrcircuit.co.uk

South Molton and Ringsash Methodist Circuit

The views and opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the authors
and do not necessarily reflect the official policy or posi�on of the Methodist
Church.

© 2022 Copyright of the South Molton and Ringsash Methodist Circuit. All
rights reserved.

Circuit Website:www.smandrcircuit.co.uk

Mr Martyn Short
Catham Farm
Burrington
EX37 9JT
01769 520255
martyn.short@outlook.com

Mrs Monica Fry
Ashleigh House,
Exeter Road
South Molton
EX36 4EN.
01769 572033
monica.fry@btopenworld.com

Circuit Stewards

Mr Dave Peyton
70 Lyddicleave
Bickington
Barnstaple
EX31 2JZ
01271 372247
davidpeyton@talktalk.net



3

Minister’s Letter
Dear friends
Firstly, can I encourage you to read the Spring Synod report within
Rejoice and to follow up on any matters that you are interested in with
the representatives who attended from this Circuit. This report gives
an overview of what is happening Connexionally and across the
District and there is always more information available.
Within the report much speaks of change and new understandings
which we need to be aware of, but we should not be fearful of these
changes.
When I was a Jobcentre Manager at the end of the last Millennium
there was constant change. Sometimes these changes were imposed
by Central Government, sometimes from within the organisation itself.
So many changes that we often referred to them as ‘flavour of the
month’ and we said how good we were at dealing with change.
There were two main ways that these changes were dealt with. Some
made the full change only to have to swing back to the previous way
just a few months later. My choice was to consistently sit on the
middle path swinging neither one way or the other. Mostly that served
me well as targets were still hit and there was less upheaval than
many had to face. Those in leadership just made sure that things
worked, and targets were met.
As we face change within the Methodist Church, I would argue that
the organisational changes that will come are not for us to worry
about. At Connexional and District level leaders will organise and
make things work without us being greatly affected. That’s how it
should be because what matters for us in our circuits and churches is
our mission where we are and how we deal with the things that
directly affect us.
Would it matter if our Chair of District was in Bristol? Would that affect
our daily witness as an individual church? To be honest I don’t think it
would have any major impact on the members in our churches or how
we operate locally in our communities. At Circuit level we may need
to revise how we are organised to free people up to enable mission to
take place where we are. But again, the day-to-day focus of the local
church should be on mission taking place.
Jesus said ”go, make disciples.” He didn’t say anything about
administration, organisation or management. But these tend to be the
things that bog us down and keep us away from “making disciples.”
The question we each need to ask in every church is “how do we
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make more disciples?” What are the activities that are essential to
this where we are in terms of worship, learning and caring within the
church, in serving our communities and the world, and spreading the
gospel message through relationship building and loving others?
The only time we need to worry about the Methodist Church centrally
is when we are impacted by their actions in a negative way. But even
here it is for those who are in Leadership roles to make the point to
others – as continually happens on Property, GDPR, Safeguarding
and a range of other things. I would also argue that we let the District
worry about its structure (there are able people in place to deal with
this), that we let the Connexional Team worry about its structure and
that we focus on organising our Circuit and Churches in ways that
enable us to share the gospel where we are.
This leaves us with the questions about how best we do this mission
focussed work where we each are. In some places we are already
moving along the right paths. In others we may be stuck in the ways
of the past and to continue we need to seek change. There is an old
joke that asks, ‘how many Methodists does it take to change a
lightbulb?’ The response can be ‘change, why does it need to
change?’ Without changing the lightbulb we are left in the dark,
without finding new ways of mission, of spreading the gospel message
the communities around us will be lacking the full light of Jesus.
The one thing that I am convinced of is that relationships in churches
and communities are key to seeing new disciples. That as we reach
out in love, that as we become more welcoming and more forgiving,
we will see relationships grow and new disciples join us.
Let us seek the path of mission together in ways that show that we are
like minded in love, in care and in acceptance of those whose views
differ to our own.
Wishing you summer blessings
Stuart

Pentecost Sunday
The word Pentecost simply means ”50” and is celebrated 50
days after Easter. It is the day when the Holy Spirit descended
on the apostles, causing them to speak in many languages and
giving them the power, authority and courage to preach the
Gospel. The cover picture of this magazine shows tongues of
fire representing the Holy Spirit on the heads of the Apostles.
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Spring Synod Feedback 2022
For those who think that Synod is a jolly day out and serves no real
purpose – you are mistaken, and I think all who attended would say
that this was one of the best that we have attended giving us much to
think about.
Revd Graham Thompson led the Opening Worship which included
Holy Communion and his address to Synod included details from his
pre-Presidential year visit to Belize and Guyana. An inspirational
address on ‘being of the same mind’ and this was not about everyone
agreeing on everything.
During the morning we had workshops related to Conference Reports
and we split up to attend these so that we covered as much ground as
possible. Brief reports from all who attended are shown below. If you
want to discuss further or find out more then ask for an item to go on
the next Circuit Meeting agenda or speak to the representative
concerned.
Online Worship & Communion (from Sue Procter)
Apparently, there is to be a 3-year trial on, online worship and
communion, there will be feedback to conference about people’s
experience.
There was a small group discussion on the merits of online worship
and the question was asked, is online Communion a satisfying
experience? Is it a private experience or a community sharing
experience?
There have been Church services and Communion on the TV for at
least 40 years or more. Do people have a piece of bread and a small
drink so that they can join in the televised service?
Services were accessible for many via zoom. An online Church
Community is still a Church Community. Do people prefer a
community sharing experience or would they prefer a private
experience? The situation is not black and white. Does everyone
require a profound meeting with their God at each communion?
With zoom services we are continuing to get out into the community.
Does the Spirit move through the wires of the Internet?
My own personal opinion is yes. As Jesus walks with us throughout
the day, is by our side in all things, then to me he is with us while we
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are attending an online service. If we have a drink of juice and a
piece of bread, to me it will become the symbols of the sacrifice of our
Lord and Saviour,
Colossians 2:6 says, “Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the
Lord, so walk in Him.”
John 10:27 “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they
follow me.”
Oversight and Trusteeship (from Stuart Innalls)
A great deal of work has been taking place around the Connexion in
relation to this report. It is about the future structure of the Methodist
Church, a structure that needs to enable us to do mission but also
something that leads to cost savings at Connexional Team level.
Connexionally, the aim is to allow the Connexional Council to oversee
more work, streamlining processes so that there are less meetings.
Conference will still have oversight but will be reduced in size.
As far as Districts are concerned, we have been left to our own
discussions until recently when we have been given guidance on what
is expected. The Southwest Region which comprises of 5 Districts
(Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly, Plymouth and Exeter, Bristol,
Southampton, and the Channel Islands) has been at the forefront of
this and have started working together more than in the past. We
have now been told that the aim nationally is to reduce the number of
Districts to between 12 and 14 from the current 30! The suggestion
from the Connexion is that the four predominantly mainland Districts in
the Southwest form a District with us left to organise the structure by
2024. We are currently suggesting alternatives! Your representatives
in the discussions are Ms Jane Allin (Synod Secretary), The District
Chair and one of the Deputy Chairs (currently me!).
Locally within the District much is happening with Circuits. The overall
aim in all cases is to reduce the number of ‘managing bodies’ – in one
case this will see one Circuit having a single church spread over five
buildings (this will mean one Church Council making decisions but five
places of worship for that church), in another more than one ‘church’
but each in more than one building. There is a great deal of expertise
on this in the District and I have asked that a District workshop be
considered so that all Circuits can see the possibilities and develop
structures that will work for them. I need to add that as far as the
Circuits who are already doing things differently this is not about
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saving money but about allowing a more missional focus. (The new
structure they adopt might even cost more!)
Justice, Dignity and Solidarity (from Sylvia Lyons)
In 2021 Methodist Conference adopted a new strategy “Working
towards a fully inclusive Methodist Church”. This strategy means for
every Christian :-
. celebrating God who made each person in God’s own image
. being disciples of Jesus who treated every person with dignity
. rejoicing in the Gifts of the Holy Spirit given to all people
It shows how important it is to learn from one another so that we can
recognise God’s presence more fully in our life together. The strategy
includes some mandatory actions for local churches, circuits, districts,
and the Methodist Council, that will help us live together with a culture
of justice and respect for all people, especially prioritising those who
have previously been excluded, and which stands both active and in
solidarity with them, offering justice and dignity.
We started the workshop with some interesting ways of seeing things
from a different point of view, for example, having to lighten a lifeboat
by selecting two people from the list of passengers from only brief
information given on each one, resulting in wishing to change the
choice when further details were given; or looking at three
photographs of war damage from places in different parts of the world,
and noticing any different personal reactions that might show an
unconscious bias of concern due perhaps to knowing more about a
particular one, or thinking another is too far away to affect oneself.
By looking at things from a different point of view, the report suggests,
helps us understand more, or find something we had missed before.
By being more open with each other and listening well to each other
we can come to a better understanding of how they have come to
their viewpoint, even if we do not hold the same one, making it
possible to work together with mutual respect. God opens our eyes
and helps us to learn.
It was suggested that we could look at a Bible Passage together and
share our responses. The story of the healing of the paralytic man
from Mark 2 : v 1-12 was used as an example of how different people
responded to Jesus’ words and actions, e.g. the four friends, the
scribes, the paralytic man, and the onlookers. Sharing together can
highlight how the same passage can affect each of us differently.
We were not able to cover the whole of this strategy in the time
allowed for the workshop, but there was an interesting suggestion
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near the end of the study leaflet :- “As we go ‘back’ to lots of ways of
church-life post-pandemic, and as we develop new patterns for our
ways of working, we could factor in more time to carefully listen to and
engage with a wider range of people. Collaborative working always
takes longer but we are always richer for it as God’s whole people”.
I welcome this new strategy as essential for our future post-pandemic
church. We have seen many new faces and are already praying
together that God will lead us forward in His ways for our future
mission. Getting to know each other better and listening to other
people’s experiences will allow God to work in all our lives, working
and growing together and supporting each other with love and dignity.
Our workshop leader was Revd Paul Collings, our District Convenor of
the Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Committee (EDI) of which Mrs
Sue Procter is a member, and others (lay or ordained) with an interest
and enthusiasm for EDI are actively being sought, (contact details
available).
Theology of Safeguarding (from Monica Fry)
It was my first Synod, and it was far more interesting than I had been
told it would be.
I was in a group discussing “The Theology of Safeguarding”. We were
given five safeguarding scenarios to discuss, but our group never got
past the first, which was about hidden and unintended abuse, both
mental and physical.
Theologically, it was pointed out that Jesus used touch on many
occasions, healing, holding. Sadly, in our time touch can be
misconstrued as abuse, however innocent.
We welcome people into the church with a handshake. The
handshake held too long could be a form of abuse to a victim of
abuse; the over-enthusiastic, unwanted hug; the eye contact held
longer than necessary. Many people do not welcome any of these and
consider it an invasion of their personal space. Does that make it a
form of abuse? We need to allow people to take a step back if they
want to.
Abuse cannot be forgotten. Forgiven, yes, but no-one forgets an
abusive incident. Those memories can be used to change behaviour,
so the abuse does not continue.
If someone wants to talk about what has happened, however minor,
then LISTEN. Don’t push. Don’t express unwanted opinion. LISTEN.
Accept them for who they are: a survivor! There is no blame in being a
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victim. If warranted talk to the safeguarding officer (or Minister), but do
not gossip about it.
You may think you know someone very well, but no-one knows the
true feelings of others. No-one knows who has been abused. Is it the
person sitting next to you? The person who is always so chatty and
smiling? The person who is always in the middle of the action?
Basically, what was said was:
1) Be wary of causing offence or fear by our actions, however
innocent.
2) If someone speaks to you about any abuse they have suffered,
LISTEN, talk to the safeguarding officer (or Minister), and no-one else,
about it.
And then LISTEN some more.
I think you can tell there was a lot of talking and listening at Synod!
Morning Session continued
In the last part of the morning session, we had a presentation from
Andy Dye from the Connexional Team on Global Relationships. We
were as part of this encouraged to look at the pages on the Methodist
Church website where there are many ways that all of us can
volunteer across the world on short- and long-term placements or find
out more about ways in which we can support this work. If you are
unable to access this please talk to Anita or Stuart.
Afternoon Session
After lunch there were various reports. One of the most moving came
from Andy Jerrard, the Rural Support Worker, who told Synod about
tenant landlords being evicted so that large estate owners could claim
grants from the Government by rewilding pastures. A notice of motion
was brought to Synod by Revd Rob Blackhall and seconded by Revd
Stuart Innalls asking Conference to express the ‘disquiet’ of the
Methodist Church about this practise (Andy is not a voting member of
Synod and so the motion had to come from others). This will now go
to the Memorials Committee for action as it was passed virtually
unanimously. The one named large estate owner evicting tenants
was the National Trust!
Chrissie Slaney talked about Safeguarding and in particular
Monitoring and Support Groups. Graham Thompson covered ‘New
Place for New People’ which is encouraging mission into new places
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with grants available to churches or circuits looking to worship in new
places and attract new people through this.
Jane Allin gave feedback on ‘regional thinking’ around ‘Oversight and
Trusteeship’ which picked up from the morning workshops. Those
who spoke in response saw the pitfalls from yet again tinkering with
the structure.
The final thing of note was that there was a big ‘thank you’ given to
Revd Graham and Mrs Alison Thompson from the District, despite
Graham not wanting this to happen! Tributes were given by Jane Allin
(Synod Secretary), Stuart Innalls (as Deputy Chair) and David
Clitheroe (past Synod Secretary), the Tavistock Circuit also presented
Graham and Alison with a small gift. Graham and Alison were wished
well for the future, especially during the Presidential year.
The next Representative Synod is on Saturday 10th September in the
Exeter Coast and Country Circuit.
Also please note the following dates:
The Farewell Service for Revd Graham and Mrs Alison Thompson will
be held at Newton Abbot starting at 4pm on Sunday 19th June. If you
need a lift Stuart will be attending but will be setting out early as he
needs to be there well before the start.
The Welcome Service for Revd Dan Haylett and his family will be on
Saturday 27th August at 3pm at St Thomas’ Methodist Church Exeter.
Again Stuart will be going there and a lift can be given – but yet again
he needs to be there well before the service.
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Leaders of Worship and Preachers Trust.
It is good to be able to report something concerning L.W.P.T. after 2
years of Pandemic.
I now have the Annual envelopes which will be in the Pigeon Holes at
Duke St. in June, with information leaflets. Will each Church please
take these and give to your congregation, for those who wish to
contribute. This is to support those who lead our Worship from week
to week and the ongoing work of the L.W.P.T. office.
Please return them to me by the second Sunday of July, intact.
Someone will count the donations with me and this will be sent to the
L.W.P.T. office.
Thank you for your support.
Gloria Manning



South Molton
Instead of the usual walk on Good Friday, a service was held at Duke
Street where we were joined by friends from the Baptist Church.
Rev. Stuart Innalls conducted a simple but very contemplative service
with hymns, and six readings which told the story of the Passion of our
Lord Jesus Christ according to John. During one hymn the wooden
cross was carried to the front of the church. There were periods of
silence for reflection and we left silently, accompanied by the music
“Were you there when they crucified my Lord?”
We met in the hall afterwards for hot cross buns and coffee, when
several remarked on how moving the service had been.
The Church was decorated beautifully with Spring flowers, by Gwen
and her helpers, for the Easter Sunday services, led by Derek
Summers and the Rev. Stuart Innalls.

Arthur John Latham
A service of Thanksgiving for the life of Mr Arthur Latham was held at
Duke Street on 2nd March.
The large number who attended was a fitting tribute to a very popular
gentleman.
John Crang, a family friend, in his eology spoke of Arthur’s long and
active life over many years, especially in the farming Community,
which included being a member of the North Molton Young Farmers’
Club, stock judging at the Devon County and Bath and West Shows,
and representing Devon at the Royal Smithfield Show.
His love of sheep was shared by my late husband, Ken, who was a vet
and had his own flock on our land next to Arthur’s farm. Ken had the
highest regard for Arthur and they often met and discussed their
respective flocks at length.
Arthur was a committed Christian having been a steward at Kings
Nympton Methodist Church for forty years, and he and Norma
worshipped latterly at Duke Street where they were married in 1963 by
the Rev. Race.
He was a true family man who touched the lives of so many people
and will be sadly missed by both his friends at Church and the wider
community.
Norma and the family continue to be in our thoughts and prayers.
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The Circuit Choir
The Choir goes from strength to strength and we have recently
welcomed several new members, including three men. We are
currently enjoying singing old favourites and learning new pieces with
enthusiasm. Following the success of our Christmas Concert, we are
planning another ‘end of term’ concert at Duke Street before the
Summer break, (date to be announced).
Our sessions are well attended, despite some cases of Covid, and we
still observe some precautions.
The ethos of the Choir is welcoming, caring and supportive. As well as
aiming for a good standard of singing, we also enjoy each others
friendship and fellowship.
Jean

The Church was full on Sunday 1st May for the Christening of Willow
O’Connor, by Revd Stuart Innalls. It was good to see so many of
Willow’s family and friends joining us on that special occasion.
We were sorry to hear that Mrs Margaret Pidler passed away on 30th
April at her nursing home in Walton on Thames. She was a Local
Preacher in our Circuit. Her funeral service was on 20th May at St
Paul’s Church, Filleigh where she attended prior to moving from
Devon to be closer to her daughter Dawn and her family.
We are having a “Platinum Jubilee Buffet Lunch” following the
morning service on the 5th June at 1 pm at South Molton to which we
invite anyone to join with us.
Weather permitting we will have this in the garden of Wesley House.
If wet we will be in the Hall.
Finally, many congratulations to Ray Kingdon who was presented with
the South Molton Citizen of the year Award on 22nd April in the
Assembly Rooms by the Mayor, Mervyn Way. A worthy recipient of this
award for his support, guidance and dedication to the Town Band. He
joins his wife, Gwen, who was presented with the same award in 1995
for her services to Age Concern. I am sure everyone will agree that
they are both very worthy recipients,

Jean Blake
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Chittlehampton
It is now the middle of May, the swallows have arrived, the Spring
flowers have faded and Summer is on its way.
This year Easter was celebrated as United Churches Together. On
Palm Sunday the congregations of St. Hieritha’s and Methodists
assembled at the Village Hall and processed, waving evergreen
branches, to the Chapel where we held a United Service conducted by
Rev Stuart. Unfortunately, our Vicar, Rev David Coleman had gone
down with Covid so was unable to take part.
On Maundy Thursday, the Umberleigh Fellowship hosted a Passover
Meal a good number from all three Churches intended to attend, but
Covid again upset the arrangements and, for that and various other
reasons only a small number were able to be present. The Rev Stuart
Innalls presided, the Rev David Coleman still having Covid. We
followed through a Passover- Style “Last Supper” Celebration Meal. A
thoughtful time of reflection in the run up to Easter Day.
Good Friday saw the Walk of Witness, starting from the Parish Church
and wending our way through the village to Abbotts Hill where a Cross
was placed. A short Service was held, after which we made our way to
our Chapel Hall for coffee and toasted hot cross buns.
A United Easter Day Service in the Parish Church was led by Averil
(Church Warden) and Rev Stuart, when we all joined in celebrating our
Risen Lord. We wish to thank Rev Stuart very much for “holding the
fort” over Easter when everything which was planned jointly, ended up
being his responsibility.
By the time you read this we will have held two important events.
Firstly, the Churches together Rogation Sunday Service on 22nd May at
the Umberleigh Farm of Chris and Kate Pouncy at which we will have
asked God’s blessing on the livestock, crops and countryside and
which will have been followed by a lunch. Secondly, a Circuit Service
on Sunday on Sunday 29th May when we will have welcomed the Rev
Marilyn Tricker as the preacher, and followed the service by a “bring
and share” tea.
Coming Events..
SATURDAY 4th JUNE from 10.30 a.m. JUBILEE CELEBRATION
COFFEE MORNING. Cake, preserve and produce stall. All welcome.
If you enjoy a good sing, then our SANKEY EVENING is back after a
break of two years. Do join us for a rousing sing followed by hot pasties
and a “bring and share” supper. SUNDAY 26TH JUNE at 6.30 p.m.
Josie
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Burrington
Our Easter Sunday service was taken by The Rev J Richardson, this
was also our Chapel Anniversary & we were shown some
photographs of various weddings etc that had taken place over the
past years here in the Chapel at Burrington, our thanks to Martyn
Short for organising this.
All this was made possible as we now have a lovely new screen &
computer which is becoming very useful on such occasions.
On April 29th we were treated to a concert by ”Jubilate” at 7.30 p.m
when it was good to see our Chapel almost full once more, this was
followed by light refreshments all proceeds were for Chapel Funds.
Our Wednesday coffee mornings continue to be well supported
especially since Covid seems to have gone a bit quiet (fingers
Crossed ) In fact we broke all records on Wednesday May 4th with 31
people dropping in for the usual coffee, cake, biscuits, tea & lots of
friendly chat.
On Sunday 1st May, Paul Bailey organised for 26 members and friends
to go to Libbaton Golf Club where we all enjoyed a lovely Sunday
lunch, and we certainly will be looking forward to the next time.
Congratulations must go to Mr Gordon Short who celebrated his One
Hundred & First Birthday in March.
We would like to extend our best wishes to Lorna Ward who has
relocated to Tyspane Care Home, Braunton. Lorna has been a very
loyal member of our Chapel & she will be greatly missed, she was
also the person who sent the Burrington news into the Rejoice.
We are pleased to see our Community Worker Rachael back after a
break of a few months. She will be organising A Prayer Walk around
the village on Friday May 27th starting at the Chapel at 2 p.m &
followed by refreshments in the Chapel at approx 3.30p.m
I have been nominated to send any news from Burrington in to the
Rejoice so I hope I don’t let Lorna down !!!
Shirley Webber



Kings Nympton
We are now meeting every Sunday for our 11am Service. Although
our congregation is small in numbers, meeting and sharing together is
an act of faith and unity which we can enjoy freely. We think of the
people of Ukraine at this awful time and know that they would love to
be able to meet in peace and praise God together in their own places
of worship.
We were sad to hear of the passing of Arthur Latham. Arthur had been
a Steward and member of this Chapel for 40 years. Our thoughts and
prayers are with Norma and the family.
At the beginning of April we invited the Barnstaple Ladies Choir to give
a Concert at the Parish Hall. It was a wonderful evening and the
proceeds were shared equally between the Ukraine Crisis Appeal,
North Devon Hospice and our own Chapel.
The Rogation Walk will take place in the village on 25th May starting at
6.30pm. Revd. Innalls will be leading this walk, supper to follow in the
Chapel Schoolroom.
On the weekend of 25th & 26th June there will be an Open Gardens,
Art, Photographic and Craft Weekend here in the village. The Chapel
is hosting the Photographs, Craft displayed in the Parish Church and
Art works in the Parish Hall. There will be no 11am Service on the
26th, but a 6pm Service will take place in the Chapel led by Revd.
Bryant Sanders. We look forward to seeing many folk come to the
village and enjoy the gardens etc.

Angela Bilham

Kings Nympton Women’s Fellowship
It was with regret, owing to various factors, that we agreed to close
our meetings after 45 years. We had £200.00 in the funds. We
decided to split this between four Charities, £50 each.
Firstly,’The Christian Hospital in Berhamper, India.’ This is the project
for the year of Methodist Women in Britain (M.W.i. B.). It is also the
Charity that Rev.Stuart is closely linked to.
Secondly, ‘The Shelter Box Disaster fund.’ A Charity doing a
wonderful work.
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The third suggestion was the “Devon Air Ambulance Fund”. Any of us
will be forever grateful for the speed with which the patient can reach
hospital, enabling lives to be saved.
Another wonderful, caring Charity agreed upon was ‘Marie Curie Care
Nurses.’ Giving support and care to terminally ill patients and their
families.
We trust and pray that these funds will, in a small way, be a blessing
to the work of these charities.

Gloria Manning

Brayford
Sadly we have to record that two of our devoted members have
passed away recently.
Michael (Mike) Thorne was a loyal member of this chapel for many
years and held many important roles within the Church. He and his
late wife Norma were committed to, and involved in, all aspects of
Church life. Unfortunately due to the deterioration in Mike’s health and
his need for support meant that he had to leave his beloved Brayford
to live in Barnstaple for the last period of his life.
As many will know dear Joyce Prideaux‘s health had become a
challenge to her for some time and deteriorated more in recent weeks.
She was loved and cared for by her family and friends and was able to
stay in her home until almost the end of her life. Joyce and her late
husband Frank supported all Church activities.
Both members had good, interesting and long lives for which we give
grateful thanks, They will be sorely missed.

A COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING.will take place on
WEDNESDAY JUNE 1st between 10.30 am & 12.00 noon.
A JUBILEE CELEBRATION will take place on SATURDAY 4th JUNE at
10.30 am. A Coffee morning with Cakes, Preserves and Produce stall.
All are most welcome.
Our well known STRAWBERRY TEA afternoon will take place on
SATURDAY16th JUNE from 3.00 pm onward. We have missed this
lovely annual event, so we look forward to meeting again friends from
the Circuit and enjoying a delicious tea!
Our Annual RIVERSIDE SERVICE is planned for 10th JULY at 11.00
am followed by a BARBECUE.



North Molton
Like most churches in the Circuit, the last few months have not been
easy with members being committed to lambing. However, as usual at
North Molton we have all pulled together and had some interesting,
stimulating and exciting services of worship with a range of
approaches and many more to come.
We welcomed and thanked our usual range of preachers from the
circuit who gave us many inspiring services and sermons with topics
for which we gave thanks along with many thoughts on which to
ponder. We also welcomed from outside the Circuit, Wendy Hugonnet
who led a wonderful service ably assisted by some of our younger
members who, when invited to come up and help with the singing,
promptly took over led the very willing congregation in a rendering of
“Twinkle, Twinkle little star” which was totally unplanned. Absolutely
wonderful!
On the Friday before Palm Sunday the car park was converted into a
base for “Experience Easter” and a large number of the pupils of
North Molton School, with their staff, came up to the church in groups
and learned very visually about the story of Easter aided by the
dramatic displays and activities in the car park, and the craft activities
to go with it. The same bases were then used on Palm Sunday, as the
service consisted of worship in the Chapel itself and then the teaching
and Experience from each of the bases in the car park, for which we
were joined by a number of visitors from the community. All being
interspersed and supported by cups of hot coffee!
Our Easter Day Service was led by Martin Hickman and Sue Radley,
the focal point being a large wooden cross at the centre front of the
Church with a small forest of helium filled balloons as a backdrop, with
each balloon proclaiming our Lord’s Resurrection. Perhaps the
highlight of the service was when, with background of music,
members of the congregation came to the cross and hung on it little
pre prepared cards on which they had written their own prayers of
thanks or supplication, or personal thoughts, or renewed or
strengthened their Commitment to our Resurrected Saviour. A moving
event. Later all the prayers and thoughts hung on the cross were
printed out and sheets offered to the congregation as a devotional aid
and guide for use over Easter. Needless to say, Ukraine figured highly
in these prayers, along with the needs of our own Churches and the
needs of people in our community.
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We have also held a number of afternoon Café Churches, picking up a
theme which has then initiated some thoughtful discussion and
fellowship, without the limitation of time as in morning services.
We have welcomed three new families into our fellowship as members
and are pleased to see that our younger children’s group is re-forming,
and we are pleased to see them take an active part in services as well
as being able to ‘do their own thing’ and we are so thankful that all our
new families have all found a real welcome and willingness to
participate in the full life of the Church.
We have a number of exciting events and services planned for the
summer commencing of course with the Jubilee Celebrations on the
5thJune at the Sports Club with a brief service of Thanksgiving led
jointly by our own people and our friends at All Saints.
Later in June, we look forward to two services led by our own folk,
Sue Procter and John Buckeridge. Then on 10th July Richard Holloway
from the Anglican church (author of “The Random Thoughts of a
Christian Parrot”, which some of you will have) is coming to us with
Coco the Parrot so we have the blessing of two preachers that
morning - Coco and Richard!
Also, on 17th July we celebrate the “Fifty Years Plus” Anniversary of
the formation of Friday club commencing at 2:30 p.m. with activities,
4.00 p.m. tea and 5:00 p.m. a service. Everyone is invited – to come
along – and that invite applies to all other events here as well.
We are assuming that the weather in August will be good (!!!) so on 7th
August there will be a Communion Service at 11.00 a.m. and at 5:00
p.m. a “Songs of Praise” tea at Sunnymead, the home of Rosie
Gammon. Our annual away day this year is planned to be at
Simonsbath on the 21st of August commencing at 11:30 a.m.
We wish you all a good summer and every blessing in your own
events and we do hope you will join us for some of our events. Further
details of any of these can be obtained by contacting Tina (Senior
Steward) on 01769 550309.
Tina Ley & Martin Hickman
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Linda Mitchell: Children and Young Families
Support Worker, at South Molton

Firstly, as always, thank you to all who have supported our various
endeavours for families in and around South Molton, whether that is
through; volunteering for groups, making monetary donations or
keeping us in your prayers.
Parent, Baby and Toddler Groups
More proposed changes, this time
not in how or when we run the
groups – as this appears to ‘be
bobbing along nicely’, but more to
do with how we market / promote
our groups. This is so that we can
continue to make ourselves better
known to new families that move
into the area as our existing families
inevitably ‘move on’, due to
changes in their personal
circumstances, which inevitably
occurs and will continue to happen
as their babies / toddlers grow.

Decisions regarding our
‘new’ logo have been
determined by looking
at the way in which
other parent and baby /
toddler groups are more
successfully promoted,
both locally and more
widespread: and of
course by engaging
many of the families
that attend our groups
in discussions about
how they think we might
be better identified /
recognised on the
social media platform,
as this appears to be
the way that most
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people find out about us in today’s modern
world.
The general feeling having researched in this
way is that, in comparison with other groups,
our groups currently and collectively are ‘a bit
of a mouthful’ and it is felt that it would be
easier if we had a simple and child friendly
logo.
Therefore, the plan going forward is to refer
to our Tuesday groups (which are currently
known as Cradle to Crawl for 0-6mths, and
Babies on the Move for 6-12mths) as
Caterpillars, and to refer to our Thursday
groups (which are currently known as
Toddler Toes for 1-2 year olds, and Toddler
Grows for 2-4 year olds), as Butterflies. This

means that in the not too distant future ‘collectively’ our groups would
be known as CATERPILLARS and BUTTERFLIES, and a new logo
to represent that will be created in the not too distant future.
So, once we begin our re-branding process, please look out for this on
our website, our Facebook page, posters around town and the local
press. Also see some photos below and more on our website of our
recent Easter Egg hunts,
which have taken place
in the glorious sunshine
of the Manse Garden.
Physical Fun
Continues on Thursday
evenings between
4.00pm and 5.00pm for 4
and 5-year olds, to
bridge the gap between
toddlers and Brigades.
This small but steadfast
group has grown of late,
and I am assured by the
parents of the children
that attend that their
children ‘love it’ and don’t
want to ever miss a week
if at all possible.
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The Brigades
As well as engaging in badge-work, recently our merry bands of boys
and girls aged between 6 and 12, who meet on Monday and Tuesday
evenings, have been engrossed in craft work to do with two separate
large community projects: South Molton in Bloom and Arts
Destination.
For South Molton in Bloom they have produced ‘welly boot and tiara
pictures,’ which will be displayed in the pannier market. For Arts
Destination they have worked under the supervision of a local artist
and made crowns / decorated a willow sculpture of a gigantic bug,
both of which will become part of a procession of work to mark the
Queens Jubilee celebrations.
Begin Well
Our first ever programme for ‘begin well’ ran from February through to
April. It was an almighty success! The expectant parents that attended
were very grateful to the church for helping them to prepare so
thoroughly for the arrival of their babies: which are due to come into
the world at the end of June and the beginning of July collectively.
Please pray for their safe arrival and the continued well-being of their
parents.
Throughout the programme we helped them to know and understand
better what to expect leading up to the birth, what might, could and
should happen during labour and how their lives are most likely to
change following the birth.
We have had much needed support from what are now our ‘begin well
team’ of volunteers: some of whom are active or retired professions in
the field, and all of whom are proving to be steadfast and loyal by
turning up (sometimes straight from working hard all day before going
home to a demanding young family) late on Monday evenings. I am so
grateful for this as we couldn’t run the programme without each and
every one of them. So, please also pray for Debbie (Midwife), Annelie
(Health Visitor), Mary (Early Feeding Specialist), Lynne (Nurse), and
Karen (Financial Intelligence). Also helping me with this first
programme was Karen, the midwife who was one of two who wrote
the programme and Naomi, who is the facilitator at the group running
at Trinity Church in Barnstaple. My heart goes out in thanks to each
and everyone of them. The whole experience has been a very positive
one for all concerned, so thank you: the Methodist Church for enabling
it to happen, from ‘the team’ and of course from the expectant parents.
My final note on ‘begin well,’ is to say thank you and congratulations to
Mary, who was expecting her baby boy at the start of the programme,
and so came in on week one to talk to us about her experience of the
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later stages of pregnancy, and then came in again on the final night:
week six, and bought baby Caleb to meet us all and talk about her
birthing experience, making the whole ‘becoming a new parent’ entity
feel so much more real and imminent. Our next programme for ‘begin
well’ is planned to start in September.
Sign Here / Kids Matter
At the moment there is no change since the last Rejoice entry in
February

Please note, permission to share these pictures has been
granted by all concerned.

Sunday Club (or Messy Church in miniature)
Call it what you will, as it
appears to be working. Those
that have attended on Sundays
know to expect to meet every
1st and 3rd Sunday in the month
(unless otherwise informed).
However, I did learn at Willow’s
Christening recently (which fell
on the first Sunday Club in
May) that, despite all my
efforts with regard to publicity,

there are still families in and around
South Molton that don’t know what
we offer to them on Sunday
mornings. Therefore, please pray
for the word to get about, so that
more families locally will to be
drawn to us and our church family
here can grow, thereby giving rise
to new relationships with God our
Father. This is, after all, exactly what he calls us to do.
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A Mindfulness Colouring Page
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Easy summer craft ideas for young children
Suncatchers

Flower Bookmarks Painted Flower Pots
Pavement / Patio Chalk Paintings
Paper Plate Beach collage

Sponge Water Bombs, and…see below!
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Please note, that the Absolute deadline
for copy for the next edition of Rejoice is

14th August 2022
Please continue, if you have access to email, to send items
to me at:
rejoicemag01@smandrcircuit.co.uk or, alternatively, left in
the Rejoice pigeon hole at Duke Street. Thank you.

Calling Young Artists of all ages
• Is one of your hobbies drawing and painting
pictures?

• Are you looking for an opportunity to display your
work?

• Would you like the chance of winning a small prize?
• If the answer to these questions is ‘yes’ then you
may be the person we are looking for!

We are looking for a suitable picture for the cover of
the September issue of the Rejoice magazine and
would like to have one produced by a local young

person - that could be you.
If you are interested ask one of your parents or other
adult family member to send an email to our Rejoice
email address before the end of June 2022 and we will

send you all the details.

The email address is:
rejoicemag01@smandrcircuit
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And finally a pause for a thought
Having read in this magazine of the many blessings we receive from
our work, our community and our churches and the knowledge and
experience of the love of God for each one of us, let us pause for a
moment to remember all our brothers and sisters in Christ from the
Ukraine, and the Russian people who are being misled by their
leaders.
A prayer from the Methodist Church:

Holy and Gracious God.
We pray for the people of Ukraine and the people of Russia; for
their countries and their leaders.
We pray for all those who are afraid; that your everlasting arms
hold them in this time of great fear.
We pray for all those who have the power over life and death;
that they will choose for all people life, and life in all its fullness.
We pray for those who choose war; that they will remember that
you direct your people to turn our swords into ploughshares and
seek for peace.
We pray for leaders on the world stage; that they are inspired by
the wisdom and courage of Christ.
Above all, Lord, today we pray for peace for Ukraine.
And we ask this in the name of your blessed Son. Amen

And almost finally…….
The production team - a pretentious title for a four person team led
so ably by Jean Blake - wish you all a relaxing and happy summer.

To our farming community
we hope that the weather is
just as you want it (!!) and
although the hay harvest
may not be as romantic as
the picture we pray you will
have enough feed to last
through the hardest winter.


